February 4, 2009

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As companies and associations with major operations and millions of employees across the
entire United States economy, we strongly share your objective to promote economic recovery
through a robust economic stimulus package that brings the maximum benefit to the U.S.
economy, its companies and workers. To achieve that recovery, we urge you to ensure that
stimulus legislation not include the unnecessary and trade-restrictive Buy American expansions
currently being considered.

At this critical juncture, the United States must lead the world out of protectionism, not into it.
The proposed House and Senate expansions of already robust Buy American laws send the
wrong message at the worst possible time to our trading partners around the world and to
markets nervous about rising trade barriers.

The proposed Buy American expansions go against the spirit and letter of our binding
international commitments in the World Trade Organization and numerous bilateral agreements.
They flout the commitment to refrain from new trade restrictions, which the United States led the
G-20 to adopt less than three months ago. They invite our trading partners to retaliate by closing
their own markets. In so doing, they risk creating a downward protectionist spiral that will hurt
millions of American workers who rely upon global engagement for their jobs through exports,
foreign direct investment and imports. In short, the proposed Buy American expansions would
have the effect of costing — not protecting — American jobs, surrendering the United States’
historical leadership in safeguarding the global economy, and ultimately making the global
economic crisis worse and longer.

U.S. law already contains carefully-crafted Buy American provisions that secure access of U.S.
domestic suppliers to our government procurement markets. The proposed expansions would
serve only to impose additional costs on the U.S. Government and U.S. taxpayers, creating not
more, but fewer American jobs and less economic stimulus for the United States.

Mr. President, events of the past year make plainly evident that we are in a global economic
crisis, for which protectionist measures are no solution. We look forward to working with you to
ensure that these proposals are eliminated from the final stimulus packages so that we can grow
our economy once again.
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